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affected him. He made plans for being a sort of captain of
letters: he would mine his literary ore for lectures, smelt it
into newspaper and magazine articles, refine it into books
which he would print, publish, and distribute taking out a
large profit for himself for every process. To this extent he
shared in the furor of exploitation which followed the war
and from which he had no literary ideals to deter him. Energy
so immense as his could not lightly be held within bounds.
Moreover, he had the contention in himself between his
original nature, lyrical, boisterous, and the restraints which
he accepted without much question from his fastidious wife
and the classical-minded Howells, Between them the two con-
trived to repress some of his tendencies, those toward blas-
phemy, profanity, the wilder sorts of impossibility, and also
toward satire and plain-speaking. His broad Fireside Conver-
sation in the Time of Queen Elizabeth, later known as 1601
(written in 1876 for the amusement of a few friends), was
never published though it has several times been surrepti-
tiously printed, and ranks with the similar humorous exer-
cises of Benjamin Franklin. How far Mark Twain was shorn
by his wife and Howells of real powers no one can say till
his suppressed manuscripts have been studied more thor-
oughly than they yet have been. It is clear, however, that
under these modifying censors he moved from the methods
which produced The Innocents Abroad to those which pro-
duced HucHebeny Finn and Joan of Arc,

The year after his marriage he went to Hartford, where he
lived for seventeen years, with intervals of lecturing and occa-
sional sojourns in Europe. With Charles Dudley Warner, who
also lived at Hartford and who to the Mark Twain of that
period seemed an important man of letters, he collaborated in
a novel, The Gilded Age, which appeared in 1873, The more
conventional elements in the book, the Easterners and their
loves and fortunes, are Warner's; the more original, the sec-
tions portraying Western life and satirizing Congress and